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service for Local Preachers. Their number is thirty-four thousand ;

and, in addition, two and a half thousand Local Preachers on Trial
are preparing for the great Vocation. On their efficiency and devotion
depends, in no small measure, the advance of the Kingdom of God through
the Methodist Church.

THE Methodist Church provides a unique opportunity of Christian
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No one can do a greater work, in these days, than faithfully to proclaim
the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. This is a task that calls forth the highest
owers of mind and soul, and demands the best that can be given. Every
ocal Preacher of the Methodist Church, therefore, should have a working
knowledge of the Bible, should seek to understand the fundamental doctrines
of the Evangelical Faith and should know something of the distinctive con-
tribution of Methodism to the Universal Church and to the social well-being
of Mankind.

In each of the three Churches, now united as The Methodist Church,
Courses of Study were arranged to assist, in their reading, those who were
preparing to become Local Preachers, and also those who were admitted as
Local Preachers. For a number of years invaluable help was thus given
by the Local Preachers’ Training Movement of the Primitive Methodist Church,
through the Scheme of Studies for Local Preachers of the United Methodist
Church and by ke Union for Biblical and Homiletic Study, commenced in
1892, of the Wesleyan Methodist Church.

These Courses of Study have now been merged under the title, Local
Preachers’ Studies ; and particulars of the Correspondence Classes in connection
with them are given below. The Classes are arranged for Local Preachers
on Trial, Local Preachers and Candidates for the Ministry.

The method of study by means of Correspondence is a distinctly helpful
one. The Tutors are anxious to assist their Students and to lead them,
by painstaking guidance in reading, to a true understanding and knowledge
of the particular subjects and text books being studied.

The most effective help, however, which can be given to those who take
these Studies is by the personal contact of a competent Teacher. Therefore,
‘ The Conference recommends that in every Circuit an endeavour shall be
made by the Local Preachers” Meeting to form a Local Preachers’ Training
Class.’

The Local Preachers’ Studies have been prepared so that every Student
of a Correspondence Class and of a Circuit Training Class may approach
nearer to the ideal of a workman that needeth not to be ashamed.

Above and beyond intellectual equipment, that which matters supremely
is the personal surrender to the will of God and the culture of the devotional
life. But, the Preacher, who is most earnest in the quest for God, should
also be most eager, by studious effort and mental discipline, to comprehend
the revelation He has given in His works, in His word and in His Son, our
Lord.

LOCAL PREACHERS ON TRIAL

Circuit Local Preachers’ Meeting—
Oral Examination

Conference Standing Orders.—Before any Candidate shall be fully admitted
as a Local Preacher he, or she, must pass an examination conducted by the
Superintendent, or under his direction, in loyalty to, and knowledge of, the
doctrines of the Evangelical Faith.

These doctrines include : the Fatherhood of God ; the Deity of our Lord
Jesus Christ; the Person, Mission and Work of the Holy Spirit; the
Universality of Sin; the Atonement; Salvation for all by Grace through
Faith ; the Believer’s Privilege of Assurance and of Perfect Love ; the Christian
Church ; the Future Life. These doctrines are defined in The New Catechism
issued by the Conference.

The Candidate cannot be fully admitted as a Local Preacher until Wesley's
Notes on the New Testament and the first four volumes of his Sermons (the 44
Sermons) have been read. The Candidate is recommended to read :—
What is the Old Testament ? by Dr. C. Ryder Smith ; The New Testament and
Its Writers, by Dr. J. A. M'Clymont ; Christian Foundations, by Dr. H.
Maldwyn Hughes.
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